
The development of clinical chemistry in the 1950s led a group of Belgian laboratory 
directors and university professors to form a scientific society dedicated to this 
emerging discipline.  The statutes of the Belgian Society of Clinical Chemistry (BSCC), 
a national bilingual association (Belgische Vereniging voor Klinische Chemie, BVKC / 
Société Belge de Chimie Clinique, SBCC) were published in 1958 and Prof. R. Ruyssen, 
from the University of Gent, was its first President. The young Society rapidly became 
an IFCC member and, after actualization of the statutes in 1979, the SBCC continued 
to grow to gather more than 300 members, mainly pharmacists and medical doctors 
specialized in clinical chemistry.
In 2008, for its 50th anniversary, the BSCC was recognized as a “Royal” society by the 
Belgian authorities and its denomination officially changed to “Royal Belgian Society 
of Clinical Chemistry (RBSCC)”. In 2014, after many years of collaboration- for example, 
organization of joint scientific meetings and congresses- the decision was taken of 
merging the RBSCC and the Belgian Society of Clinical Biology (BSCB), the other scientific 
Society in the field of Clinical Biology in the country, to form a new association, the Royal 
Belgian Society of Laboratory Medicine (RBSLM).  With more than 500 members, the 
RBSLM represents all areas of Clinical Biology, including clinical chemistry, hematology, 
immunology and microbiology.
The main goal of the RBSLM is to continuously improve the scientific, technical, clinical, 
economic and ethical aspects of laboratory medicine. The Society also aims at keeping 
the members informed on the last developments of the profession through education 
programs and scientific meetings, and also by publishing scientific papers and practical 
guidelines in its official journal, Acta Clinica Belgica (Int J Clin Lab Med). Members may 
also get special rates for Clinical Chemistry and Laboratory Medicine (CCLM) and Clinica 
Chimica Acta (CCA), official journals of EFLM and IFCC, respectively.
Scientific societies as RBSCC and BSCC could only exist and function during such a long 
period of time by means of numerous persons who have given their time and expertise 
voluntarily. Past-Presidents of RBSCC have played a major role in shaping laboratory 
medicine on the international level. Prof. V. Blaton was co-founder and first President of 
EFLM in 2007. Prof. J. Delanghe is editor-in-chief of CCA.  Many other past and present 

executive board members of the Society 
are actively involved in scientific working 
groups of IFCC and EFLM and the editorial 
boards of CCA and CCLM. There is no doubt 
that the continuous efforts of the members 
will also guarantee the success of the 
new Royal Belgian Society of Laboratory 
Medicine in the future.
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